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As we celebrate the landmark of 780th anniversary of 
Elbląg receiving its city rights, we look back at the 

foundations that shaped our urban identity. 
In 1246, the adoption of the Lübeck Law officially bound 

Elbląg's destiny to one of the most powerful maritime hubs 
of medieval Europe. 

This presentation explores some earely historical, legal, and 
economic connections with Lübeck that sparked centuries 

of shared Hanseatic prosperity.
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The Prussian Crusade: The 
Conquest of Prussia by the 

Teutonic Order



Land and sea connection between Lübeck and Elbląg

From Lübeck to 
Elbląg:
• Salt 
• Woollen cloth
• Beer
• Wine
• Dried and salted 

fish
• Spices
• Metal goods
• Iron
• Copper
• Luxury goods
• Leather goods

From Elbląg to 
Lübeck:
• Grain (rye, 

wheat, barley)
• Flax, hemp 
• Linen cloth
• Sailcloth
• Yarn and thread
• Pitch and tar
• Ashes and potash
• Timber and 

wooden planks
• Wool
• Wax
• Amber



1237 – Two cog-type ships carrying citizens of Lübeck arrive in Elbląg.



"The Golden Bull of Emperor Frederick II from 
June 1226, which established Lübeck as a Free 

Imperial City and gave rise to the so-called 
Lübeck Law (Lübisches Recht)

The Foundation Charter of Elbląg (issued on 
April 10, 1246) officially granted the 

settlement city rights based on Lübeck Law

1143 – Foundation of New Lübeck
1160 – First town charter based on the law of the city of Soest

1237 - Foundation of city of Elbląg



SIGILLVM•BVRGENSIUM•DE LVBEKE
The Seal of the Citizens of Lübeck  

SIGILLVM•BVRGENSIVM•IN ELBINGGE 
The Seal of the City of Elbląg



Flag and coat of arms  of Lübeck  Flag and coat of arms of Elbląg



The city plan of medieval Lübeck The city plan of medieval Elbląg



1358–1618 – Elbląg belonged to the Hanseatic League (alongside about 140 other cities)



Thank you for joining us today to look 
back at early years of long municipal 

history of Elbląg and its historic bonds 
with Lübeck. The contemporary Elbląg 

continues to cherish this legacy with great 
pride. To ensure this grand heritage 
inspires future generations, a new 

multimedia e-handbook on the history of 
Elbląg is currently being developed, 

where our remarkable Hanseatic era will 
be thoroughly and vividly described.



Thank you for your attention.
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